appears to have included an unspecified number of internal carotid aneurysms. Moreover, to assert that a controlled trial is 'ethically proper' without any mention of consultation with the patient merely stresses the need for discussion of the ethics of clinical trials.
Textbook of Clinical Medicine edited by John W Todd pp xi+564 illustrated £5 5s London: Pitman 1961 The appearance of a new textbook of medicine is an interesting event. Dr Todd's book is a composite text with ten authors, evenly divided between teaching and non-teaching hospitals.
The editor has written several sections himself, including the forthright opening pages in which many cherished beliefs are challenged in pungent style. The student is made to think of the purpose of his diagnostic effort and is reminded that a clever diagnosis that turns out later to be correct may nevertheless be wrong if founded on inadequate data at a time when no certain diagnosis can be made.
It is always easy to criticize style, content and presentation in a composite textbook and this one is no exception. The general level is very simple and, although this is to be commended, there are some parts in which the information is frankly inadequate for the modern student. Although attractively produced and easy to read one doubts whether this book will offer a serious challenge to the established British textbooks for undergraduates, which are, incidentally, appreciably cheaper. Art and the Scientist by Geoffrey Lapage MA MSC MD MInStBiOl pp xii + 1 15 illustrated 42s Bristol: John Wright 1961 Here is a book about the drawings and paintings that have been used to illustrate scientific writings. This is a difficult enough subject to present, since it is specifically not concerned with works of graphic art which some men of science have produced, nor with the work of artists who have illustrated the work that scientists have done, nor again is it intended to be in any sense a history of the illustrations of scientific works. Its purpose is 'to consider the characteristic qualities of drawings and paintings done by scientific men and also certain questions raised by these', and (as can be guessed by this quotation) its style is apt to be a little gluey; so that this reviewer longed for some clear pattern or sequence or unifying generalizations to help him through the 106 pages in which these qualities are patiently analysed.
But if the text is rather heavy going, the illustrations are a delight. They are beautifully repro-duced, and cover the whole panorama of scientific writing from Leonardo to our near-contemporaries, with drawings from Cheselden and Hooke, from the diaries of Scott's Antarctic expedition, and from artists like Stubbs, highlighting this variegated path; and the subjects range from bestiary to histology, from a very knobbly and archaic 'evolutionary tree' to the almost indecently clear drawings of Gray's Anatomy, and from wistful flower-paintings to the unromantic 'innards' of the lug-worm.
Within its limited intentions this book is unique. One has no doubt that it is comprehensive and scholarly, even without the evidence of its formidable bibliography. And if, to the superficial reader, its arguments sometimes seem overcomplex and its conclusions elusive, the determined student of these marches of art and science will surely be rewarded.
Advances in Thyroid Research
Transactions of the Fourth International Goitre Conference, London, July 1960 general editor Rosalind Pitt-Rivers pp xix+537 illustrated £6 6s Oxford &c: Pergamon Press 1961 This book constitutes one of the most important contributions to thyroid literature in recent years. All the papers read at the Fourth International Goitre Conference have been published, after careful editing, and illustrated with a useful selection of charts and diagrams. Since some 600 endocrinologists from 50 countries attended the Conference the scope of the work can be realized and in this volume will be found contributions to every aspect of this rapidly expanding field of research which embraces not only endocrinology but also many aspects of biochemistry, genetics, geophysics and experimental biology.
The volume is especially valuable in that the references are to be found at the end of each paper and it is surprising that such a well-edited and beautifully printed book could have been produced so rapidly after the Conference. This is an essential reference volume for all medical libraries. This third edition of Rohr's pioneer volume on the human bone marrow follows in the path of the previous two. There is, of course, new information based on phase contrast and electron microscopy and introduction of isotopes has given a better insight into the launching and life span of the blood cells. However, the special character of this book lies in the co-ordination of the biology of the blood with general basic pathology. Development, Mature Existence, Decline, Inflammation and Neoplasia are still the same as they were in 1939 when Rohr, a pupil of Naegeli, published this work on hematology which, unlike the usual textbooks, is not centred on the peripheral blood cells but on the blood-forming tissues themselves. This is not an easy book to read but, while it demands concentratedstudy, it will reward those who make the effort. The illustrations, diagrams, index and collection of references are all up to the previous standard. This textbook of neurology has been written primarily for senior students and practitioners and it should be of real value to them. The treatment of the subject is orthodox, excellent clinical descriptions well integrated with anatomy, physiology and biochemistry, and a short but adequate account of the morbid anatomy of the diseases described. There are two criticisms to make; too many rare neurological disorders are mentioned in passing without adequate description and the short chapter on 'disorders of the mind' might with advantage be altered in the next edition. It is of very little value to discuss the affective disorders, schizophrenia and the psychoneuroses in a few pages of a textbook of neurology and the space might be better employed in a further account of the psychiatric aspects of organic neurological disease. These, however, are minor criticisms of a first-class book, well written, well produced and reasonably priced.
Praktische Hamatologie by Prof Dr H Begemann and Dr H-G Harwerth pp xii +298 illustrated DM 33 Stuttgart: Georg Thieme 1961 This book is unlikely to be useful in the Englishspeaking world. It is unbalanced, as much space being devoted to sideroblastic anwmias as to iron deficiency; it is inadequate, as for example when it dismisses acute leukaemia in childhood in the phrase 'it occurs in all age groups and is even not uncommon in children' and fails to discuss the pathogenetic mechanism of pernicious an2emia; it is even wrong, as when it states that the mortality of haemolytic transfusion reactions is about 50%, and that the treatment of choice is immediate exchange transfusion. Quantification of the infinitely variable clinical phenomena of multiple sclerosis presents formidable problems. Dr Leo Alexander of the Boston State Hospital is one of the few who have attempted their solution. The present book describes studies carried out on these lines during more than a decade. The numerical scoring of disability at periodic re-examinations has been subjected to statistical analysis in an attempt to establish patterns of natural history, to clarify prognosis and to evaluate a variety of treatments. Such work is laborious, fraught with uncertainties, and traditionally occupies a lowly place in the hierarchy of scientific investigation. It has the enormous advantage that it deals at first hand with a specifically human disease and not with its intriguing but questionable analogues in the experimental animal. As an essay in the establishment of some kind of measurement in a very confused field of natural phenomena it is courageous and not entirely unsuccessful.
The book will fascinate every worker in this special field, and should be read by all physicians with an interest in diseases of the nervous system.
